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● Annual effort to track policy & regulatory progress 
towards affordable internet

● Based on primary research across 58 low- and 
middle-income countries

● Why have some countries succeeded in improving 
internet access and affordability? What can other 
countries do to catch up quickly?

The 2017 Affordability Report



Progress toward affordable internet: 
A global overview 
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Failing to take needed action to provide 
affordable internet

Globally, policies have barely changed since 2014
<< Average increase in policy scores across all areas: 10% >>

Just 19 countries meet “1 for 2” affordability target  

--1GB of mobile broadband priced at 2% or less of average monthly income --



ADI = Affordability Drivers Index
Does not directly measure affordability; Measures the extent to 
which countries have implemented policies to improve internet 

affordability

What is the ADI?

ACCESS INFRASTRUCTURE



2017 ADI: Global rankings
ADI Top 15



Internet Affordability
in Africa



Affordable internet in Africa



Internet use across Africa in 2017



How affordable is internet in Africa?



African countries on the 2017 ADI
Africa Top 10



Policy toward affordable internet
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Ghana’s Performance on the 
2017 Affordability Report



Internet use in Ghana



Ghana’s performance on the 2017 ADI
Africa Top 10

1. Mauritius
1. Morocco
1. Nigeria
1. Botswana
1. Côte d’Ivoire
1. Rwanda
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1. Benin
1. Kenya
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Policy toward affordable internet
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Overall, Ghana 
scores 

5.2 out of 10 

in all policy areas — 
better than the 

African average, but 
still indicating the 

need for urgent 
action to expand 

access



Making Universal, Affordable 
Internet Access a Reality



What action must we take to make universal 
access a reality in Ghana?

Update & 
revamp 
outdated 
national 
ICT and 

broadband 
plans

Focus on 
public 
access 

initiatives

Expand 
efforts to 

tackle 
demand-side 

access 
issues

Reduce 
taxes on 
end-user 
devices

Implement 
guidelines to 
encourage & 
incentivise 

infrastructure 
sharing



Thank you!

Onica N. Makwakwa
Africa Regional Coordinator, A4AI

onica.makwakwa@webfoundation.org
@AfroDiva

a4ai.org @a4a_internet
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